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Introduction 


These  articles  first  appeared  in  The  Rider  and  Driver,  January  20,  Febru- 
ary 10,  1900,  and  January  5,  1901,  and  this  pamphlet  is  now  issued  that  their 
contents  may  be  preserved  in  a more  convenient  form  than  in  the  numbers  of  a 
periodical  and  in  the  hope  that  they  may  be  of  use  now  or  when  the  matter  of 
reform  of  street  traffic  is  seriously  considered  and  pushed  to  a conclusion,  as 
it  is  bound  to  be  sooner  or  later.  Several  years  of  study  of  the  subject  here 
and  abroad  have  been  convincing  that  something  must  be  done.  To  accom- 
plish anything  worth  while,  however,  three  things  are  absolutely  necessary . 

PiRSj_We  must  have  concise,  simple  and  just  rules,  easily  understood^^ 

obeyed  and  enforced  under  legal  enactment. 

Second — These  rules  must  be  placed  where  there  can  be  no  excuse  for 

anybody  not  seeing  and  knowing  them. 

Jhird— The  police  must  be  ordered  and  empowered  to  enforce  them,  and 

they  should  be  trained  for  the  purpose. 

The  reorganization  of  the  police  force  at  the  present  time  gives  hope  that 

this  important  question  will  now  receive  the  attention  which  it  requires. 

The  observance  of  the  rules  contained  in  Article  I.  of  proposed  rules, 
page  6,  would  obviate  a greater  part  of  the  difficulty,  and  they^^have,  therefore, 
been  put  in  prominent  type.  It  is  not  meant,  however,  to  detract  from  the 

importance  of  the  observance  of  all  the  rules. 

It  is  believed  that  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  article  published  Febru- 
ary 10,  1900,  pages  4 and  5,  on  the  Management  of  Carriages  at  Entertain- 
ments, will  be  easy  to  carry  out  after  the  police  and  the  public  have  become 

accustomed  to  the  regulations  in  the  proposed  Rules  of  the  Road.^ 

For  the  present  it  is  purposed  to  confine  our  ejfiorts  to  having  the  Rules 
of  the  Road,  to  be  found  on  page  6,  legally  adopted.  The  working  out  of 

the  other  suggestions  can  be  left  till  later. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  editor  of  The  Rider  and  Driver  for  his  interest  and 
courtesy  in  publishing  these  articles  in  his  paper,  and  to  the  other  papers 
which  reproduced  and  commented  upon  them. 

Feb.  1st,  1902.  William  Phelps  Eno. 
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Refo 


Tpaffic  Most  Urgently  Needed, 


Every  day  adds  to  the  necessity  of  rational  manage|^ 
ment  of  our  street  traffic,  the  knowj^e^e  and  ob-  ' 
servance  of  the  rules  of  the  road"  ana  tljeir  en-**"^ 
forcement  by  the  police,  who,  at  the  present  tjjjlfe,  do 
not  understand  them  themselves  or  have  not  been 
instructed  to  properly  enforce  them. 

The  first  important  principle  of  the  rules  of  the  road 
is  that  vehicles  shall  keep  to  the  right,  and  not  only  do  so 
when  passing  other  vehicles  going  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, but  always  to  the  right  and  as  near  the  right-hand 


curbstone  as  vehicles  at  a standstill  or  going  at  a slower 
rate  of  speed  will  permit,  thus  leaving  room  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  street  for  those  going  in  the  same  direction 
at  a greater  speed  to  pass  to  the  leR. 

Second,  that  a vehicle  tinning  into  another  street  to 

the  right  should  turn  the  corner  as  near  the  curb  as 

....  ■ 

practicable,  and  keep  on  to  the  right  in  the  street  into 
which  it  turns. 


street  to  the  other  should  do  so  when  going  to  stop, 
headed  in  the  same  direction. 

Thus: 


Thus: 


Third,  in  turning  into  a street  to  the  left  it  should 
turn  around  the  center  of  intersection  of  the  two  streets. 
Thus : ^ 


<- 


X ' 


This  is  the  usual  way  now : 


\ X 

% 

\ 

\ 

■1\ 


The  usual  way  now  : 


When  going  to  stop  or  continue  headed  in  the  oppo 
site  direction. 

Thus; 


Fourth,  that  a vehicle  crossing  from  one  side  of  the 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  diagrams  that  the  interference 
with  other  vehicles  by  the  correct  method  is  for  a 
much  shorter  space  than  by  the  incorrect  method 
usually  followed. 

It  is  a question,  however,  whether  an  ordinance  should 
not  be  passed  prohibiting  vehicles  stopping  under  any 
circumstances  at  the  left-hand  curb. 

It  is  probable  that  such  an  ordinance  is  desirable  and 
for  the  best  good. 

In  slowing  up,  or  stopping,  a signal  should  always  be 
given  to  those  behind  by  raising  the  whip  or  hand. 

In  turning,  a signal  should  be  given  by  raising  the 
whip  or  hand  and  twirling  it  in  the  direction  in  which 
the  turn  is  to  be  made. 

These  signals  are  almost  always  wrongly  given, 
usually  through  ignorance  but  often  by  those  who 
should  know  better. 

The  other  rules  of  the  road  are  important  and  should 
be  strictly  enforced  also.  Attention  has  been  called 
only  to  the  most  important. 

The  observance  of  these  rules  does  not  mean  a hard- 
ship to  anyone,  but,  on  the  contrary,  makes  it  easier 
for  everyone  concerned,  easier  and  safer  and  more 
expeditious  for  the  driver,  the  rider,  the  bicyclist  and 
the  pedestrian.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  nine-tenths  of  the 

^1  .■  I r»i  » 

accidents  in  our  streets  come  from  non-observance  of 
the  rules  of  the  road  and  careless  driving. 

The  cruelty  imposed  on  horses  by  disregard  of  these 
principles  and  the  consequent  hurried  and  severe  rein- 
ing up  to  avoid  accident  is  worth  the  attention  of  all. 

The  time  has  come  when  it  is  most  important  that  a 
change  should  be  made  without  delay.  Every  d^ 
increases  the  traffic  and  the  importance  of  getting  from 
point  to  point  with 'safety  and  without  delay. 


REMEDIES ; 

First  of  all  it  is  necessary  that  our  police  should 
understand  the  rules  of  the  road,  and  ” ^ 

S^ohd,'  that  they  should  enforce  them. 

Every  time  a policeman  sees  a vehicle  out  of  its 
proper  place  or  turning  in  the  wrong  way  he  should 
warn  the  driver,  and,  if  necessary,  stop  him  and  tell 
him  the  reason  why.  This  alone  would  effect  a great 
deal  of  good.  In  case  of  flagrant  abuse  the  driver 
should  be  stopped,  his  name  and  address  taken,  and  if 
he  is  arrested  a second  time  he  should  be  fined  a 
substantial  amount. 

I suggest  further,  that  the  driver  of  every  public  or 
numbered  vehicle  be  required  to  hold  a numbered 
card  issued  by  the  police,  certifying  that  he  has  applied 
for  it  and  shown  that  he  thoroughly  understands  the 
rules  of  the  road  and  knows  how  to  drive  safely. 

That  copies  of  the  rules  of  the  road  (which  should 
be  carefully  revised,  rearranged  and  more  simply 
expressed,  with  a few  explanatory  diagrams)  should  be 
kept  to  be  given  away  on  application  at  the  police 
station,  and  at  the  office  of  the  Society  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Cruelty  to  Animals. 

That  every  livery  or  public  stable  should  be  re- 
quired  to  keep  posted,  where  it  can  be  easily  seen  by 
the  drivers,  a copy  of  the  rules  of  the  road,  with  ex- 
planatory diagrams  (printed  on  a larger  form). 

That  one  of  these  copies  should  be  fastened  up  at 
every  public  hack  stand. 

The  right  of " way  of  vehicles  on  north  and  south 
streets  over  those  on  cross  streets,  and  the  bringing  of 
the  offenders  to  justice,  are  matters  specially  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  the  police. 

The  management  of  traffic  in  congested  places,  such 
as  Fifth  avenue  and  23d  street,  and  Fifth  avenue  and 
42d  street,  and  many  downtown  points,  should  be 
carefully  studied. 

The  London  police  perhaps  manage  in  similar  places 
better  than  anyone  else,  and  their  methods  should  be 
adopted,  and,  if  possible,  improved  upon.  The  man- 
agement of  carriages  at  theaters,  the  opera  and  other 
entertainments  should  be  carefully  studied  and  specially 
trained,  expert  and  competent  police  assigned  to  such 
duties. 

Carriages  should  never  be  allowed  to  discharge  or 
take  on  passengers  on  the  left  hand  side,  but  should 
always  proceed  in  the  same  direction  as  the  regular 
traffic  of  the  street.  Careful  and  intelligent  study  and 
management  of  this  subject  would  do  much  for  the 
comfort  of  those  who  attend  entertainments  and  for 
all  who  use  the  streets. 

Stages  should  be  forced  to  carry  conductors.  It  is 
too  much  for  one  man  to  drive,  make  change  and  look 
out  for  passengers.  Stages  should  be  obliged  to  make 
their  stops  alongside  the  right  hand  sidewalk  and  not 
in  the  middle  of  the  street. 

The  speed  of  cars  and  automobiles  should  be  regu- 
lated by  law.  Automobiles  have  come  to  stay,  but  now 
is  the  time  to  restrict  their  speed  to  a safe  limit. 


The_expense  entailed  in  furnishing  the  cards  and 
posters  of  the  rules  of  the  road  and  the  examination  of 
drivers  and  training  of  the  police  would  be  but  triflinjp:. 
in  comparison  to  the  amount  saved  by  the  avoidance  of 
accidents  to  people,  “'ffcif^sT^mages  and  harness,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  greater  speed  and  pleasure  in  getting 
about  the  city. 

All  rubber-tired  vehicles  should  carry  bells;  the  size, 
kind  and  manner  of  adjustment  should  be  defined  by 
law. 

An  ordinance  should  be  passed  prohibiting  the  leav- 
ing of  horses  standing  unattended  in  the  street. 

It  is  hoped  that  something  will  be  done,  and  it  is 
urged  upon  all  to  do  their  share.  The  police  are  re- 
sponsible for  most  of  the  trouble.  The  magistrates 
before  whom  the  offenders  are  brought  have  sometimes 
failed  in  their  duty  through  ignorance  and  allowed  the 
offenders  to  go  free,  not  realizing  the  importance  of  the 
subject.  Those  few  of  the  police  who  have  attempted 
to  do  their  duty  have  thus  been  discouraged. 

This  article  has,  so  far,  been  directed  mainly  to  the 
evils  that  exist  in  our  uptown  traffic,  but  these  evils 
exist  just  as  much  below  23d  street,  with  the  added 
importance  of  the  immense  trucking  traffic.  I am  sure 
that  anyone  who  takes  the  trouble  to  investigate  will 
decide  that  at  least  21^  per  cent,  would  be  added  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  trucking  and  delivery  wagon  service 
if  the  rules  of  the  road  were  understood  by  the  drivers 
and  properly  enforced  by  the  police.  If  only  5 per 
cent,  were  added  to  the  efficiency,  the  saving*would  be 
thousands  of  dollars  a day  by  an  expenditure  of  prac- 
tically  mb 

The  keeping  of  trucks  off  Fifth  avenue,  between  cer- 
tain hours,  is  most  desirable,  but  if  they  would  keep  to 
the  right,  observe  the  rules  of  the  road  and  common 
decency,  much  of  the  objection  to  them  would  be  re- 
moved. 

To  accomplish  the  desired  result  it  is  necessary  first 
of  all  that  the  public  should  understand  the  evil  and  its 
causes  and  demand  reform.  Second,  that  the  powers 
that  be  should  have  the  rules  of  the  roaj^reyised ; and 
thirdr^aTt^grff bTdirectedlo  enforce 
them.  ^ 

The  articles  on  the  subject  that  have  so  far  appeared, 
though  well  intended,  have  been  practically  useless, 
because  of  lack  of  organized  effort;  but  if  the  officers 
of  the  city  government  will  take  up  the  matter  proper- 
ly the  evil  can  be  quickly  and  easily  remedied. 

It  is  urged  that  the  readers  of  this  article  take  the 
trouble  to  observe  for  themselves,  and  that  our  daily 
papers  take  the  matter  up  and  help  us  to  have  the 
trouble  removed. 

Properly  understood  and  regulated,  several  times  the 
nresent  traffic  in  our  streets  could  gfo  bn  with  less 
delay,  more  safety  and  more  comfort  than  there  is 
no^  with  practically  no  regula!ton"‘and  no  manage- 
ment. It  is  time  something  should  be  done. 

New  York,  Jan.  20,  1900. 
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Suggestions  for  the  cManagen^ent  of  Carriages 

at  Entertainments* 

T N the  article  published  in  this  journal  January  20,  entitled  Re-  the  exit  at  the  termination  of  the  performance.  If  the  owners  are 
1 form  in  Our  Street  Traffic  Most  Urgently  Needed,”  it  has  not  ready  to  take  it  within  two  minutes  from  the  dropping  of 
been  said:  “ The  management  of  carriages  at  the  opera,  thea-  the  curtain, it  should  be  sent  forward  to  come  in  again  at  the  end 
ters  and  other  entertainments  should  be  carefully  studied,  and  of  the  line.  After  that  the  others  should  be  allowed  to  block  the 
specially  trained,  expert  and  competent  police  assigned  to  such  way  for  not  more  than  15  seconds  each  and  then  come  in  again 
duties.  Carriages  should  never  be  allowed  to  discharge  or  take  at  the  back  of  the  line. 

on  passengers  on  the  left  hand  side,  but  should  always  proceed  in  The  most  difficult  problem  to  handle  is  that  between  38th  and 
the  same  direction  as  the  regular  traffic  of  the  street.”  41st  .Streets,  where  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House  with  three 

To  proceed  further;  other  general  rules  should  be  laid  down  to  exits,  the  Knickerbocker  Theater,  the  Casino,  the  Empire  Theater, 

cover  all  cases  and  special  ones  for  the  opera,  theaters  and  other  the  Broadway  Theater  and  Mendelssohn  Hall  are  located, 
entertainments  in  public  places.  This  locality  has  been  selected  to  show  what  has  been  heretofore 

Waiting  carriages  should  approach  the  exit  on  the  right  hand  an  almost  hopeless  tangle  and  how  it  can  be  straightened  out. 
side  of  the  street  in  single  line.  This  line  should  be  formed  far  The  Opera  and  all  these  theaters  do  not  always  end  their  per- 
enough  away  from  the  exit  to  prevent  congestion  of  traffic  near  formances  at  the  same  time,  but  they  are  liable  to  overlap  each 
the  door.  other. 

At  balls  and  other  entertainments,  where  the  guests  leave  at  For  the  sake  of  the  argument  it  is  assumed  that  they  terminate 
different  times,  the  front  of  the  line  should  be  kept  at  least  50  feet  simultaneously. 

back  from  the  exit,  so  that  carriages  in  the  line  can  be  called  out  It  will  be  seen  by  the  diagram,  where  it  Is  proposed  that  each 
one  by  one,  by  number,  and  come  to  the  front  as  required.  line  shall  form  in  single  file  for  each  particular  exit,  how  It  shall 

At  the  opera  and  at  theaters,  where  the  audiences  leave  practi-  proceed  to  the  exit  and  how  it  shall  keep  on  to  the  point  of 

call  at  the  same  time,  the  first  carriage  in  the  line  should  be  at  dispersal. 


AVENUi; 
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A numbered  check  is  now  given  to  the  driver  of  a carriage  with- 
out a groom  and  to  the  owner  at  the  entrance,  and  on  the 
reverse  side  of  this  check  should  be  printed  the  necessary  directions. 

The  form  of  a proposed  check  for  the  39th  Street  exit  of  the 
Metropolitan  Opera  House  is  given  as  an  illustration. 

To  further  facilitate  speed  and  convenience  an  employee  of  the 


To  successfully  carry  out  this  reform,  at  first  a very  ample 
number  of  ofiScers  should  be  employed  to  form  and  keep  the  lines, 
prevent  cutting  in,  etc.,  and  keep  the  street  intersections  open. 
Soon  the  drivers  would  become  accustomed  to  it  and  the  number 
of  ofllcers  be  reduced,  and  finally  probably  fewer  needed  than  are 
employed  now. 
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CARRIAGE  CHECK. 

Opera  House  or  theater  should  ascertain  the  numbers  of,  say,  the 
first  ten  carriages  in  line,  and  put  them  in  order  on  a blackboard 
inside  the  vestibule,  and  then  get  the  next  ten,  and  so  on;  or, 
better  still,  a keyboard,  similar  to  that  of  a typewriter,  manipu- 
lated from  the  sidewalk,  with  an  Indicator  inside  the  vestibule, 
on  which  the  numbers  would  show  in  order.  By  this  arrange- 
ment those  waiting  would  know  of  the  approach  of  their 

carriages  and  be  ready  for  them. 

If  the  porte-coch&res  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House  were 
taken  away,  and  the  sidewalk  from  the  39th  Street  door  to  the 
40th  Street  door,  by  the  way  of  Seventh  Avenue,  were  entirely 
covered  by  a roof  projecting  several  feet  over  the  street,  so  as 
to  cut  off  any  drip,  it  would  facilitate  matters,  as  several  car- 
riages could  be  filled  at  the  same  time.  This  would  also  make  it 
easier  for  people  to  get  out  of  these  doors  and  the  ordinary  use  of 
the  sidewalk  would  not  be  interfered  with. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  diagram  how  Seventh  Avenue,  between 
39th  and  40th  Streets,  could  be  used  for  carriages  standing  where 
they  could  be  easily  found  and  taken  by  the  owners.  In  good 
weather  many  prefer  to  have  their  carriages  stationed  where  they 
can  find  them  without  waiting  for  the  line. 

It  is  evident  that  all  calling  of  carriages  would  be  unnecessary, 
except  where  the  people  come  out  at  different  times,  as  at  balls 
and  receptions,  and  by  the  use  of  a system  of  transparent  num- 
bers this  also  could  be  easily  obviated. 

If  the  proposed  plan  is  adopted,  doubtless  Improvements  and 
changes  will  suggest  themselves  and  result  in  a short  time  in  a 
very  simple  and  perfect  system. 
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REVERSE  SIDE  CARRIAGE  CHECK. 

The  creation  of  a new  office  should  be  strongly  advocated— that 
of  Commissioner  or  Manager  of  Street  Traffic.  The  incumbent 
should  be  a member  of  the  police  force.  He  should  have  under 
him  an  efficient  staff  of  officers,  all  the  bicycle  police  and  all  other 
police  in  control  of  the  general  traffic  of  the  streets,  and  of  car- 
riages at  public  and  private  entertainments. 

It  should  be  his  duty  to  keep  a record  of  every  traffic  accident 

and  its  causes. 

To  him  notice  should  be  given  of  private  and  public  entertain- 
ments, and  he  should  assign  the  necessary  officers  for  management 
of  carriages  and  furnish  them  with  a plan  for  the  same. 

To  him  all  complaints  should  be  made  and  he  should  be  held 
responsible  for  all  failures  to  furnish  efficient  service. 

He  should  have  control  of  all  hack  and  truck  stands,  of  the  ex- 
amination of  drivers  of  numbered  vehicles,  Including  motormen 
and  automobilists,  and  of  the  issuing  of  license  cards. 

He  should  see  that  the  rules  of  the  road  are  posted  up  in  all 
public  stables  and  at  the  hack  and  truck  stands. 

He  should  furnish  special  rules  and  regulations  for  carriages  at 
each  theater  and  place  of  public  entertainment,  and  be  empowered 
to  enforce  them. 

In  all  cases  he  should  be  outranked  only  by  the  Chief  of  Police. 

' The  services  that  an  efficient  officer  could  render  In  such  a posi- 
tion can  hardly  be  over-estimated,  and  his  salary  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  procure  the  best  talent. 

New  York,  February  10, 1900. 


■ii 

j*  « 


V 


I 

•4. 


r->-. 


- 


rx-- 


f -k 


X/ 


?:  p ' 

#■ 


. ^ 


r-\ 

u 


” f- 


/' . 


• ' 
1% 


J"- 


- 


\ 


6 


of  the  ^T^pad  ^T^evised* 


IN  an  article  in  this  paper,  published  Jan.  20th,  1900,  on  reform 
1 in  our  street  traffic,  the  following  was  said ; 

First  of  all,  it  is  necessary  that  our  police  should  understand 
the  rules  of  the  road,  and  second,  that  they  should  enforce  them. 
That  the  driver  of  every  public  or  numbered  vehicle  be  required  to 
hold  a numbered  card,  issued  by  the  police,  certifying  that  he  has 
applied  for  it,  and  showing  that  he  can  drive  safely.  That  copies 
of  the  rules  of  the  road,  carefully  revised,  rearranged  and  more 
simply  expressed,  "with  a few  explanatory  diagrams,  be  kept  for 
distribution  on  application  at  the  police  stations.  That  every 
livery.^or  stable  for  numbered  vehicles  be  required  to  keep  posted 

Article  iN  On  keeping  to  the  right,  stopping,  turning  and  passing 
vehicles  ahead  going  in  the  same  direction. 

Sec.  I.  Vehicles  shall  keep  to  the  right,  and  not 
only  so  when  passing  other  vehicles  going  in  the  oppo- 
site direction,  but  always  to  the  right,  and  as  near  the 
right-hand  curbstone  as  vehicles  at  a standstill  or  going 
at  a slower  rate  of  speed.will  permit,  thus  leaving  room 
in  the  middle  of  the  street  for  those  going  in  the  same 
direction  at  a greater  speed  to  pass  to  the  left. 

Sec.  2.  ^ A vehicle  overtaking  another  shall  pass  on 
the  left  side  of  the  overtaken  vehicle. 

Sec.  3.  A vehicle  turning  into  another  street  to  the 
right  should  turn  the  corner  as  near  the  curb  as  practi- 
cable, and  keep  on  to  the  right  in  the  street  into  which 
it  turns. 

Thus:  1 ^ 


SUGGESTED  CHANGES  AND  ADDITIONS  FOR  THE 
BETTER  MANAGEMENT  OF  STREET  TRAFFIC, 


Sec.  4.  In  turning  into  a street  to  the  left  the  vehi- 
cle should  turn  around  the  center  of  intersection  of  the 
two  streets. 

Thus:  ''  I I 


x''. 


Not  this  way: 


Sec.  5.  A vehicle  shall  not  stop  at  a left-hand  curb- 
stone except  on  licensed  hack  and  truck  stands. 

Sec.  6.  A vehicle  crossing  from  one  side  of  the 
street  to  the  other  shall  do  so.  Thus : 


Not  this  way: 


Article  II.  On  Signals. 

Sec.  I.  In  slowing  up  or  stopping,  a signal  shall  always  be 
given  to  those  behind  by  raising  the  whip  or  hand. 

Sec.  2.  In  turning,  while  in  motion,  or  in  starting  to  turn 
from  a standstill,  a signal  shall  be  given  by  raising  the  whip  or 
hand  and  twirling  it  in  the  direction  in  which  the  turn  is  to  be 
made. 

Sec.  3.  Unless  in  an  emergency  or  to  allow  another  vehicle, 
equestrian  or  pedestrian  to  cross  their  path,  no  vehicle  or  eques- 
trian shall  stop  in  any  public  street  or  highway  of  this  city,  except 
near  the  right-hand  curb  thereof. 

Article  111.  On  Right  of  Way. 

Sec.  I.  On  all  the  public  streets  or  highways  of  the  city  all  vehicles 
going  in  a northerly  or  southerly  direction  shall  have  the  right  of  way  over 
any  vehicle  going  in  an  easterly  or  westerly  direction. 


ou  the  wall  a copy  of  the  rules,  and  that  copies  be  fastened  up  at 
every  public  hack  and  truck  stand. 

The  expense  of  training  the  police,  of  conducting  the  examina- 
tions of  drivers,  and  the  printing  and  distribution  of  copies  of  rules 
of  the  road  and  the  placing  of  them  at  hack  and  truck  stands 
would  be  but  trifling,  and  might  be  paid  by  the  city,  or  could  be 
easily  covered  by  a small  fee  for  examination  of  drivers,  or  some 
other  simple  method. 

Following  this  up,  the  writer  has  made  a careful  revision  of 
the  rules  of  the  road,  which  is  here  published : 

Sec.  2.  The  ambulances  belonging  to  the  department  of  public  charities 
and  correction  and  incorporated  hospitals  of  the  city  of  New  York,  shall 
have  the  right  of  way  in  the  streets  of  said  city,  as  against  all  persons, 
vehicles  or  animals,  when  conveying  any  patient  or  injured  person  to  any 
hospital  in  the  city,  or  when  proceeding  to  the  scene  of  any  accident  by 
which  any  person  or  persons  have  been  injured.  The  vehicles  belonging  to 
the  fire  and  police  departments  of  the  City  of  New  York  shall  have  like 
right  of  way,  and  the  same  shall  extend  to  the  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
above  departments  when  on  duty,  and  any  person  refusing  to  yield  the 
right  of  way,_  where  it  is  possible,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanor, 
and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
section  85  of  the  New  York  City  Consolidation  Act,  and  the  commissioners 
of  police  are  hereby  required  to  enforce  rigidly  the  provisions  of  the  ordi- 
nance. Physicians  having  a police  permit,  a.s  hereinafter  provided  for,  shall 
also  have  a like  right  of  way  in  the  streets,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  cross 
processions  as  soon  as  possible  when  answering  calls  for  their  service.  The 
chief  of  police  (or  manager  of  street  traffic)  is  hereby  empowered  to  issue, 
upon  application  therefor,  a proper  permit  to  any  duly  registered  physician, 
and  this  permit  shall  not  be  transferable. 

Article  IV.  On  Speed. 

Sec.  I.  Vehicles,  whether  loaded  or  unloaded,  used  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  that  of  carrying  passengers  shall  not  be  driven  at  a greater  speed 
rate  than  5 miles  an  hour. 

Sec.  2.  Vehicles  drawn  by  horses  and  used  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
passengers  and  their  personal  luggage  shall  not  be  driven  at  a greater  speed 
rate  than  8 miles  an  hour. 

Sec.  3.  Bicycles,  automobiles  and  street  cars  operated  by  power,  used 
only  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  passengers  and  their  personal  luggage, 
shall  not  proceed  at  a greater  speed  rate  than  10  miles  an  hour. 

Sec.  4.  Vehicles  and  horsemen  shall  not  cross  any  street  or  avenue  run- 
ning  north  and  south,  or  make  any  turn,  at  a speed  rate  exceeding  3 miles 
■■«n  hour. 

AVticle  V.  On  Bells. 

All . rubber-tired  vehicles  shall  carry  bells;  those  drawn  by  horses,  a 
jingle  bell  properly  attached  to  horse  collar  or  pole  crab,  all  others  gong 
bells  not  ress  than  one  and  one-half  inches  nor  more  than  three  inches  in  di- 
ameter, and-^ch  bell  or  gong  shall  be  sounded  when  turning  corners,  when 
passing  another  vehicle  or  an  equestrian  from  behind,  and  to  give  timely 
warning  when  necessary. 

Article  VI.  On  Mghts. 

Each  and  every  vehicle  using  the  public  streets  or  highways  of  this  city 
shall  show,  between  sunset  and  sunrise,  a light  or  lights,  so  placed  as  to  be 
seen  from  the  front  and  eatjji  side;  if  dash  lantern  is  carried  it  shall  be  placed 
on  the  left-hand  side  ; such  Hght  or  lights  to  be  of  sufficient  illuminating 
power  to  be  visible  at  a distance  of  two  hundred  feet ; said  light  or  lights 
shall  show  white  in  front,  but  may  be  colored  on  the  sides. 

Article  VII. 

Horses  shall  not  be  left  unattdaded  in  the  street. 

Article  VIII.  ' > 

No  person  shall  drive,  or  back,  or  lead  an^borse  or  cart,  or  other  wheeled 
carriage  (except  baby  carriages)  on  the  footphiUi  or  sidewalk  of  any  street, 
nor  shall  it  be  lawful  for  any  vehicle  propelled  bV  hand  or  foot  or  any  other 
power  to  be  ridden  or  driven  upon  the  sidewalk  «f  any  street  or  avenue 
which  has  been  flagged,  curbed,  guttered  and  paved.'  - 

Article  IX. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  ordinance  all  avenues  and  street^with  a parkway 
in  the  middle  are  to  be  considered  as  having  but  one  roadwa^yy 

Article  X. 

Sec.  I.  Bicyclists  shall  not  coast  on  any  of  the  streets  or  avemi%5  of  this 
city  south  of  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  street.  The  term  coasting  is 
hereby  defined  to  mean  proceeding  by  inertia  or  momentum  with  th^'leet 
off  the  pedals. 

Sec  2.  No  bicyclist  in  the  city  of  New  York  shall  carry  thereon  any 
child  under  the  age  of  5 years. 

Article  XI. 

The  word  vehicle,  wherever  used  in  these  ordinances,  shall  be  held  to 
include  everything  on  wheels  or  runners,  and  equestrians. 

Article  XII. 

All  vehicles  used  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  passengers  for  a fare  of  to 
cents  or  less  shall  have  conductors. 

Article  XIII.  On  Licenses. 

Sec.  I.  The  driver  of  every  public  or  numbered  vehicle  is  re- 
quired to  hold  a numbered  card  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Examina- 
tion at , certifying  that  he  has  applied  for  it,  and 

showing  that  he  thoroughly  understands  the  rules  of  the  road  and 
can  drive  safely. 

Sec.  2.  No  driver  of  a public  or  numbered  vehicle  shall  be  less 
than  16  years  of  age. 

Article  XIV. 

The  police  of  the  city  of  New  York  are  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  to  enforce  these  ordinances. 

Article  XV. 

These  ordinances  shall  take  effect  immediately,  and  any  person  violating 
any  of  them  shall  be  liable  to  a fine  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten 
dollars  for  each  offense. 

Article  XVI. 

Any  ordinance  heretofore  made  which  in  any  way  conflicts  with  the  fore- 
going is  hereby  repealed. 


djiotner  article,  published  Feb.  10th,  1900,  on  the  manage 
ment  of  carriages  at  entertainments,  the  following  occurs: 
The  creation  of  a new  office  should  be  strongly  advocated— 
that  of  Commissioner  or  Manager  of  Street  Traffic.  The  in 
cumbent  should  be  a member  of  the  police  force 
have  under  him  ; “ 

lice  and  all  other  police  in  control  of  the 


He  should 

an  efficient  staff  of  officers,  all  the  bicycle  po- 

- --  — general  traffic  of  the 
streets,  and  of  carriages  at  public  and  private  entertainments. 

It  should  be  his  duty  to  keep  a record  of  every  traffic  acci- 
dent and  its  causes. 

To  him  notice  should  be  given  of  private  and  public  enter- 
tainments, and  he  should  assign  the  necessary  officers  for  man- 
agement of  carriages  and  furnish  them  with  a plan  for  the 
same. 

To  him  all  complaints  should  be  made  and  he  should  be 
held  responsible  for  all  failures  to  furnish  efficient  service. 

He  should  have  control  of  all  hack  and  truck  stands,  of  the 
examination  of  drivers  of  numbered  vehicles,  including  motor- 
men  and  automobilists,  and  of  the  issuing  of  license  cards. 

He  should  see  that  the  rules  of  the  road  are  posted  up  in 
all  public  stables  and  at  the  hack  and  truck  stands. 

He  should  furnish  special  rules  and  regulations  for  car- 
riages at  each  theatre  and  place  of  public  entertainment,  and 
be  empowered  to  enforce  them. 

In  all  cases  he  should  be  outranked  only  by  the  Chief  ojf 
Police. 

The  services  that  an  efficient  officer  could  render  in  «uch  a 
position  can  hardly  be  over-estimated,  and  his  salary  should 
be  sufficient  to  procure  the  best  talent. 

The  absolute  ignorance  of  the  average  driver  as  to  the 
rules  of  the  road  (whose  whole  knowledge  of  them  seems  to  be 
that  he  should  keep  to  the  right  when  passing  a vehicle  going 
in  the  opposite  direction),  and  the  total  O'blivion  to  his  duties 
of  the  average  policeman  are  beyond  comprehension.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  almost  all  the  accidents  to  people,  horses 
and  vehicles,  and  delays  from  blockading  of  traffic  in  our 
streets,  result  from  non-observance  of  the  rules  of  the  road,  the 
incompetence  of  drivers  and,  above  all,  from  untrained  and 
careless  police  management,  or,  it  might  be  truly  said,  from 
no  police  management  at  all. 

Downtown  it  is  even  worse  than  uptown.  From  25  per  cent, 
to  50  per  cent,  would  be  added  to  the  efficiency  of  the  down- 
town trucking  service,  and  its  cost  proportionately  reduced, 
with  proper  police  training  and  management.  Thousands  of 
dollars  are  wasted  every  day  which  might  be  saved  at  a 
nominal  cost.  The  comfort,  safety,  pleasure  and  economy  to 
be  derived  from  competent  management  of  our  street  traffic 
can  hardly  be  overestimated.  From  the  formation  of  Misn. 


^ SUGGESTED  CHANGES  AND  ADDITIONS  FOR  THE 

♦ BETTER  MANAGEMENT  OF  STREET  TRAFFIC. 

on  the  wall  a copy  of  the  rules,  and  that  copies  be  fastened  up  at 
every  public  hack  and  truck  stand. 

The  expense  of  training  the  police,  of  conducting  the  examina- 
tions of  drivers,  and  thn  printing  and  distribution  of  copies  of  rules 
of  the  road  and  the  placing  of  them  at  hack  and  truck  stands 
would  be  but  trifling,  and  might  be  paid  by  the  city,  or  could  be 
easily  covered  by  a small  fee  for  examination  of  drivers,  or  some 
other  simple  method. 

Following  this  up,  the  writer  has  made  a careful  revision  of 
the  rules  of  the  road,  which  is  here  published : 


IN  an  article  in  this  paper,  published  Jan.  20th,  1900,  on  reform 
in  our  street  traffic,  the  following  was  said: 

First  of  all,  it  is  necessary  that  our  police  should  understand 
the  rules  of  the  road,  and  second,  that  they  should  eufo  ’ce  them. 
That  the  driver  of  every  public  or  numbered  vehicle  be  required  to 
hold  a numbered  card,  issued  by  the  poli'-e,  certifyng  that  he  has 
applied  for  it,  and  showing  that  he  can  drive  safely.  That  copies 
of  the  rules  of  the  road.  carefull.\  revised,  rearranged  and  more 
simply  expressed,  with  a few  explanatory  diagrams,  be  kept  for 
distribution  on  application  at  the  police  stations.  That  every 
livery  or  stable  for  numbered  vehicles  be  required  to  keep  posted 


Article  I.  On  keeping  to  the  right,  stopping,  turning  and  passing 
vehicles  ahead  going  in  the  same  direction. 

Sec.  I.  Vehicles  shall  keep  to  the  right,  and  not 
only  so  when  passing  other  vehicles  going  in  the  oppo- 
site direction,  but  always  to  the  right,  and  as  near  the 
right-hand  curbstone  as  vehicles  at  a standstill  or  going 
at  a slower  rate  of  speed  will  permit,  thus  leaving  room 
in  the  middle  of  the  street  for  those  going  in  the  same 
direction  at  a greater  speed  to  pass  to  the  left. 

Sec.  2.  A vehicle  overtaking  another  shall  pass  on 
the  left  side  of  the  overtaken  vehicle. 

Sec,  3.  A vehicle  turning  into  another  street  to  the 
right  should  turn  the  corner  as  near  the  curb  as  practi- 
cable, and  keep  on  to  the  right  in  the  street  into  which 
it  turns. 

Thus:  J I 


from  a standstill,  a signal  shall  be  given  by  raising  the  whip  or 
hand,  and  twirling  it  in  the  direction  in  which  the  turn  is  to 
be  made. 

Sec.  3.  Unless  in  an  emergency,  or  to  allow  another  vehicle, 
equestrian  or  pedestrian  to  cross  their  path,  no  vehicle  or  eques- 
trian shall  stop  in  any  public  street  or  highway  of  this  city,  except 
near  the  right-hand  curb  thereof,  and  so  as  not  to  obstruct  a 
crossing. 

Article  III.  On  Right  of  Way. 

Sec.  I.  On  all  the  public  streets  or  highways  of  the  city  all 
vehicles  going  in  a northerly  or  southerly  direction  shall  have  the 
right  of  way  over  any  vehicle  going  in  an  easterly  or  westerly 
direction. 

Sec.  2.  Right  of  Way  of  Certain  Vehicles. — The  officers  and 
men  of  the  Fire  Department  and  Fire  Patrol,  with  their  fire 
apparatus  of  all  kinds,  when  going  to,  on  duty  at,  or  returning 
from  a fire,  and  all  ambulances,  and  the  officers  and  men  and 
vehicles  of  the  Police  Department,  and  all  physicians  who  have 
a police  permit  (as  hereinafter  provided),  shall  have  the  right 
of  way  in  any  street,  and  through  any  procession,  except  over 
vehicles  carrying  the  United  States  mail.  The  Chief  of  Police 
or  Manager  of  Street  Traffic  is  hereby  empowered  to  issue,  upon 
application  therefor,  a permit  for  such  right  of  way  to  any  duly 
registered  physician,  which  permit  shall  not  be  transferable. 

Sec.  3.  Street  Cars. — Subject  to  the  preceding  section  of  this 
article,  surface  cars,  running  on  tracks  laid  in  the  streets  espe- 
cially for  their  use,  shall  have  the  right  of  way  along  such  tracks, 
between  cross  streets,  over  all  vehicles  moving  in  the  same  direc- 
tion at  a less  rate  of  speed  than  ten  miles  an  hour. 

Sec.  4.  Surface  cars  shall  stop  on  the  near  side  of  the  street 
to  discharge  or  take  on  passengers. 

Sec.  5.  Surface  cars  shall  come  to  a full  stop  before  crossing 
certain  streets,  and  a list  of  these  streets  shall  be  obtained  by 
the  car  companies  from  the  Chief  of  Police  or  Manager  of  Street 
Traffic,  and  he  shall  notify  the  car  companies  of  any  additions 
to  or  changes  in  said  list. 

Article  IV.  On  Speed. 

Sec.  I.  Vehicles,  whether  loaded  or  unloaded,  used  for  any 
other  purpose  than  that  of  carrying  passengers,  shall  not  be  driven 
at  a greater  speed  rate  than  five  miles  an  hour. 

Sec.  2.  Vehicles  drawn  by  horses,  and  used  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  passengers  and  their  personal  luggage,  shall  not  be 
driven  at  a greater  speed  rate  than  eight  miles  an  hour. 

Sec.  3.  Bicycles,  tricycles  and  quadricycles,  automobiles  and 
street  cars  operated  by  power,  used  only  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing passengers  and  their  personal  luggage,  shall  not  proceed  at  a 
greater  speed  rate  than  ten  miles  an  hour. 

Sec.  4.  Vehicles  and  horsemen  shall  not  cross  any  street  or 
avenue  running  north  and  south,  or  make  any  turn,  at  a speed 
rate  exceeding  three  miles  an  hour. 

Sec.  5.  Nothing  in  this  article  shall  apply  to  the  vehicles  of 
the  Fire,  Fire  Patrol  and  Police  Departments,  or  ambulances. 

Article  V.  Stop  Automobile  on  Signal. 

Every  person  driving  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  shall,  at 
request  or  signal  by  putting  up  the  hand,  from  a person  driving 
or  riding  a restive  horse  or  horses,  or  driving  domestic  animals, 
cause  the  automobile  to  immediately  stop,  and  to  remain  sta- 
tionary so  long  as  may  be  necessary  to  allow  said  horses  or  do- 
mestic animals  to  pass.  This  provision  shall  apply  to  automo- 
biles going  either  in  the  same  or  in  an  opposite  direction. 

Article  VI. 

Sec.  I.  No  horse  shall  be  left  unattended  in  any  street  unless 
he  is  securely  fastened  to  a substantial  and  permanent  hitch- 
ing post  or  ring  by  a strap  or  rope  passing  around  his  neck 
and  through  the  bit. 

Sec.  2.  No  horse  shall  be  unbitted  in  any  street  unless  he  is 
first  secured  by  a halter. 


Sec.  4.  In  turning  into  another  street  to  the  left  the 
vehicle  should  turn  around  the  center  of  intersection  of 
the  two  streets. 

Thus:  '■  I I 


Sec.  5.  A vehicle  shall  not  stop  at  a left-hand  curb- 
stone except  on  licensed  hack  and  truck  stands. 

Sec.  6.  A vehicle  crossing  from  one  side  of  the 
street  to  the  other  shall  do  so  Thus: 


or  this  way  which  is  the  usual  way  now 


Article  II.  On  Signals. 

Sec.  I.  In  slowing  up  or  stopping,  a signal  shall  always  be 
given  to  those  behind  by  raising  the  whip  or  hand. 

Sec.  2.  In  turning,  while  in  motion,  or  in  starting  to  turn 


1 


Article  VII. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  ordinance  all  avenues  and  streets 
with  a parkway  in  the  middle  are  to  be  considered  as  having 
but  one  roadway. 

Article  VIII. 

The  word  vehicle,  wherever  used  in  these  ordinances,  shall 
be  held  to  include  everything  on  wheels  or  runners,  and  eques- 
trians. 

Article  IX.  On  Licenses. 

Sec.  I.  The  driver  of  every  numbered  vehicle  is  required  to 
hold  a numbered  card  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Examination 

at , certifying  that  he  has  applied  for  it,  and  shown 

that  he  thoroughly  understands  the  rules  of  the  road,  and  can 
drive  safely. 

Sec.  2.  No  driver  of  a numbered  vehicle  shall  be  less  than 
i6  years  of  age. 

Article  X. 

Sec.  I.  No  person  shall  drive,  or  back,  or  lead  any  horse  or 
cart,  or  other  wheeled  carriage  (except  baby  carriages)  on  the 
foot  path  or  sidewalk  of  any  street;  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  for 
any  vehicle  propelled  by  hand  or  foot,  or  any  other  power,  to 
be  ridden  or  driven  upon  the  sidewalk  of  any  street  or  avenue 
which  has  been  flagged,  curbed,  guttered  and  paved. 

Sec.  2.  Bicyclists  may  lead  their  wheels  along  the  sidewalk 
in  single  file,  and  bicycles  may  be  stood  on  sidewalks,  provided 
they  cause  no  obstruction. 

Sec.  3.  Nothing  contained  in  this  article  shall  prevent  the 
passage  of  vehicles  from  private  property  directly  across  the 
sidewalks  to  the  roadway. 

Article  XI.  On  Bells. 

All  rubber-tired  vehicles  shall  carry  bells;  those  drawn  by 
horses  a jingle  bell  properly  attached  to  horse  collar  or  pole 
crab ; all  others,  gong  bells  not  less  than  one  and  one-half  inches 
nor  more  than  three  inches  in  diameter;  and  such  bell  or  gong 
shall  be  sounded  when  turning  corners,  when  passing  another 
vehicle  or  an  equestrian  from  behind,  and  to  give  timely  warning 
when  necessary.  Automobiles  may  be  provided  with  suitable 
horns,  or  other  signals,  instead  of  bells. 

Article  XII.  On  Lights. 

Each  and  every  vehicle  using  the  public  streets  or  highways 
of  this  city  shall  show,  between  sunset  and  sunrise,  a light  or 
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lights,  so  placed  as  to  be  seen  from  the  front  and  each  side; 
if  dash  lantern  is  carried,  it  shall  be  placed  on  the  left-hand  side ; 
such  light  or  lights  to  be  of  sufficient  illuminating  power  to'  be 
visible  at  a distance  of  two  hundred  feet;  said  light  or  lights 
shall  show  white  in  front,  but  may  be  colored  on  the  sides. 
Every  automobile  shall  exhibit  during  the  same  period  two 
lamps  showing  white  lights  visible  at  a distance  of  three  hundred 
feet  in  the  direction  toward  which  the  automobile  is  proceed- 
ing, and  shall  also  exhibit  a red  light,  visible  in  the  reverse  direc- 
tion. The  lamps  shall  be  so  placed  as  to  be  free  from  obstruction 
to  light  from  other  parts  of  said  automobile. 

Article  XIII. 

Every  automobile  shall  be  provided  with  a good  and  efficient 
brake. 

Article  XIV. 

Sec.  I.  Bicyclists  shall  not  coast  on  any  of  the  streets  or 
avenues  of  this  city  south  of  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth 
street.  The  term  coasting  is  hereby  defined  to  mean  proceeding 
by  inertia  or  momentum,  with  the  feet  off  the  pedals ; but  the 
rider  may  use  his  feet  as  a brake,  and  have  them  off  the  pedals 
while  used  for  this  purpose. 

Sec.  2.  No  bicyclist  in  the  city  of  New  York  shall  carry 
thereon  any  child  under  the  age  of  five  years. 

Article  XV. 

No  person  shall  ride  on  the  back  of  any  vehicle  without  first 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  driver  thereof. 

Article  XVI. 

The  police  of  The  City  of  New  York  are  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  enforce  these  ordinances. 

Article  XVII. 

Copies  of  these  ordinances  shall  be  kept  at  all  police  stations 
and  issued  on  application. 

Article  XVIII. 

These  ordinances  shall  take  effect  immediately,  and  any  person 
violating  any  of  them  shall  be  liable  to  a fine  of  not  less  than 
one  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  for  each  offense. 

Article  XIX. 

Any  ordinance  heretofore  made  which  in  any  way  conflicts 
with  the  foregoing  is  hereby  repealed. 
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In  another  article,  published  Feb.  10th,  1900,  on  the  manage- 
ment of  carriages  at  entertainments,  the  following  occurs: 

The  creation  of  a new  office  should  be  strongly  adyocated — 
. i that  of  Commissioner  or  Manager  of  Street  Traffic.  '-^  The  in- 
S - cufnbent''should  be'  ^member  of  the  polled  fbfce.  He  should 
i i have  under  him  an  efficient  staff  of  officers,  all  the  bicycle  po- 
I 4 lice  and  all  other  police  in  control  of  the  general  traffic  of  the 
I ? streets  and  of  carriages  at  public  and  private  entertainments. 

4 S , It  should  be  his  duty  to  keep  a record  of  every  traffic  acci- 

S.jf^dent  and  its  causes. 

* ' To  him  notice  should  be  given  of  private  and  public  enter- 
tainments, and  he  should  assign  the  necessary  officers  for  man- 
agement of  carriages  and  furnish  them  with  a plan  for  the 

same.  , , , , , 

To  him  all  complaints  should  be  made  and  he  should  be 

held  responsible  for  all  failures  to  furnish  efficient  service. 

He  should  have  control  of  all  hack  and  truck  stands,  of  the 
examination  of  drivers  of  numbered  vehicles,  including  motor- 
men  and  automobilists,  and  of  the  issuing  of  license  cards. 

He  should  see  that  the  rules  of  the  road  are  posted  up  in 
all  public  stables  and  at  the  hack  and  truck  stands. 

He  should  furnish  special  rules  and  regulations  for  car- 
riages at  each  thear>*r  ami  place  of  public  eutertainmeut,  and 
be  empowered  to  enforce  them. 

In  all  cases  he  should  be  outranked  only  by  the  Chief  of 

Police,  , , . 

The  services  that  an  efficient  officer  could  render  in  such  a 
position  can  hardly  be  over-estimated,  and  his  salary  should 
be  sufficient  to  procure  the  best  talent. 

The  absolute  igncrance  of  the  average  driver  as  to  the 
rules  of  the  road  (whose  whole  knowledge  of  them  seems  to  be 
that  he  should  keep  to  the  right  when  passing  a vehicle  going 
in  the  opposite  direction),  and  the  total  oblivion  to  his  duties 
of  the  average  policeman  are  beyond  comprehension.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  almost  all  the  accidents  to  people,  horses 


and  vehicles,  and  delays  from  blockading  of  traffic  in  our 
streets,  result  from  non-observance  of  the  rules  of  the  road,  the 
incompetence  of  drivers  and,  above  all,  from  untrained  and 
careless  police  management,  or,  it  might  be  truly  said,  from 
• no  police  management  at  all. 

Downtown  it  is  even  worse  than  uptown.  Fjom  25  per  cent, 
i to  50  per  cent,  would  be  added  to  the  efficiency  'Of  The  JuWn- 
^town  trucking  service,  and  its  cost  proportionately  reduced, 
> with  proper  police  training  and  management.  Thousands  of 
dollars  are  wasted  every  day  which  might  be  saved  at  a 
nominal  cost.  The  comfort,  safety,  pleasure  and  economy  to 
be  derived  from  competent  management  of  our  street  traffic 
can  hardly  be  overestimated.  From  the  formation  of  Man- 
hattan Island  the  problem  is  rendered  more  difficult  than  in 
other  cities,  and  we  should  have  a correspondingly  good  sys- 
tem and  police  force  trained  to  carry  it  out.  In  revising  the 
rules  of  the  road  the  writer  has  given  careful  study  to  every 
point,  keeping,  where  possible,  the  phraseology  of  the  old 
rules  and  eliminating  it  whei’e  it  seemed  to  be  complicated  and 
hard  to  understand,  or  not  explicit  enough,  and  introducing 
other  wording  and  a few  simple  diagrams  to  illustrate  the 
meaning. 

The  question  of  excluding  trucks  from,  and  the  backing 
UP  of  J^rucks  and  delivery  wagons  to  the  sidewalks  on  certain 
streets"%erween  certain  hours,  and  the  throwing  of  paper,  cal- 
culated to  fright^ff^"S?^^3ffn  the  streets  and  parks,  should  be 
considered  and  regulated. 

It  is  suggested  that  a committee,  representing  as  far  as 
possible  the  different  interests  of  business  and  pleasure  traffic, 
be  formed  to  discuss  the  points  at  issue  and  from  their  num- 
ber appoint  a smaller  committee  of  three  to  further  revise  and 
codify  new  rules  of  the  road  and  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
have  laws  passed  adopting  them.  The  establishment  of  the 
office  of  Manager  of  Street  Traffic  should  follow  in  due  course. 
Jan.  5,  1901.  Revised  May  1,  1902. 


Comparison  of  the  Proposed  New  Rules  of  the  Road  with  Present 

(jity  Ordinances  and  State  Laws. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Section  I.  differs  from  the  ordinance  (Sec.  I.,  Article  7,  page 
130  of  ordinances)  in  that  the  ordinance  only  requires  the  pass- 
ing vehicle  to  keep  to  the  right  of  the  center  of  the  road  at  all 
times  except  within  100  feet  of  the  standing  or  stopping  point. 

Section  II.  Same  as  Section  I.,  Article  2,  page  128. 

Section  III.  differs  from  ordinance  (Section  II.,  Article  3,  page 

128)  by  requiring  vehicles  in  turning  corners  to  turn  as  near  the 
curb  as  practicable. 

Sections  V.  and  VI.  are  not  coveied  by  any  ordinance  or  law. 

In  Article  I.,  Section  5 has  been  written  as  it  stands  after 
considerable  thought.  The  vehicle  stopping  would  sometimes 
have  to  go  a little  further  than  it  would  otherwise,  but  its 
interference  at  those  times  with  the  traffic  of  the  street  would 
be  much  less.  The  only  valid  objection  to  it  is  that  horses 
standing  might  have  to  face  the  .sun  or  wind,  but  the  driver 
can  easily  cross  to  the  other  side  while  waiting,  and  for  hack 
and  truck  stands  an  exception  has  been  made.  Section  6 of 
this  same  article  is  also  thought  advisable  on  account  of  the 
less  Interference  with  the  other  traffic. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Section  I.  differs  from  ordinance  ( Section  I.,  Article  4,  page  129) 
by  requiring  a signal  to  be  given  when  "slowing  up.” 

Section  II.  differs  from  the  ordinance  (Section  II.,  Article  4, 
page  129)  by  requiring  all  vehicles  in  turning  while  in  motion 
or  in  starting  to  turn  from  a standstill,  whether  in  the  middle 
of  the  street  or  at  the  curb,  to  give  a signal  Indicating  the  pur- 
pose of  the  driver.  Also  by  prescribing  that  such  signal  shall 
be  given  by  raising  the  whip  or  hand  and  twirling  it  in  the 
direction  in  W’hich  the  turn  is  to  be  made. 

Section  III.  differs  from  ordinance  (Section  II.,  Article  4,  page 

129)  by  requiring  all  vehicles  (except  in  case  of  emergency)  to 
stop  near  the  right  hand  curb,  and  so  as  not  to  obstruct  the 
crossing. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Section  I.  Same  as  ordinance.  (Section  I.,  Article  1,  page  128.) 

Section  II.  Nearly  same  as  ordinance  (Section  II.,  Article  1, 
page  128)  except  it  empowers  the  manager  of  street  traffic  or 
chief  of  police  to  issue  special  permits  for  right  of  way. 

Section  III.  This  was  taken  from  Alderman  Oatman’s  pro- 
posed rules. 

Section  IV.  This  seems  advisable  because  at  the  present 
time  there  are  so  many  streets  where  the  cars  are  obliged  to 
come  to  a full  stop  on  the  near  side  that  it  would  simplify  mat- 
ters considerably  to  have  them  make  all  their  stops  on  the  near 
side. 

Section  V.  This  is  a substitute  for  Alderman  Oatman’s 
Article  5,  Section  III. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Section  I.  Same  as  ordinance.  (Section  I.,  Article  7,  pages  129 
and  130.) 

Section  II.  differs  from  ordinance  (Subdivision  2,  of  Section  I., 
Article  7,  page  130),  by  limiting  the  rate  of  speed  to  vehicles 
drawn  by  horses. 

Section  III.  is  not  covered  by  the  ordinance  and  changes  the 
speed  limit  of  bicycles,  automobiles  and  street  cars  from  eight 
(See  Section  I.,  Article  5,  page  129)  to  ten  miles  an  hour. 

Section  IV.  differs  from  ordinance  (Subdivision  3,  Section  I., 
Article  7,  page  130)  in  that  the  ordinance  only  prohibits  vehicles 
from  going  around  the  corner  of  a street  at  a faster  gait  than 
three  miles  an  hour. 

In  Article  IV.  a difference  hag  been  made  in  legal  speed 
between  vehicles  drawn  by  horses  and  others,  because  auto- 
mobiles and  bicycles  can  be  more  quickly  stopped. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Is  at  present  a State  Law,  but  should  be  made  a City  Ordi- 
nance also. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

This  article  is  partially  covered  by  the  State  Law  (see  Note 
2 for  copy  of  Section  160,  Chapter  19  of  General  Laws  1896,  page 
717).  It  should  be  made  an  Ordinance  and  made  more  com- 
plete as  written. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

This  article  applies  to  all  streets  and  avenues  having  a park- 
way in  the  middle,  while  the  ordinance  (Article  IX.,  page  130) 
only  applies  to  Park  Avenue  between  Ninety-fourth  and  Forti- 
eth Streets,  and  between  Fifty-sixth  and  Ninety-sixth  Streets, 
and  Western  Boulevard  between  Fifty-ninth  and  Manhattan 
Streets. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

This  article  includes  everything  on  wheels  or  runners,  whether 
public  or  private,  and  equestrians,  while  the  ordinance  (Article 
10,  page  130)  only  includes  public  carts,  wagons,  coaches,  cabs, 
wheeled  carriages,  motor  wagons  bicycles,  tricycles  and  veloci- 
pedes. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Section  I.  is  new. 

Section  II,  Present  ordinance  applies  to  every  business  vehicle 
but  numbered  is  more  comprehensive. 

This  section  is  briefer  and  more  satisfactory  than  the  ordi- 
nance. (Article  VI.,  page  129.) 

In  Article  IX.  the  words  “Bureau  of  Examination”  have 
been  used  to  designate  a place  where  drivers’  permits  can  be 
procured.  Properly  managed  traffic  must  have  something  of 
the  kind. 

ARTICLE  X. 

This  article  is  the  same  as  the  ordinance  (Article  8,  page  130) 
except  it  excepts  baby  carriages  from  its  operation. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

This  article  changes  the  ordinance  (Section  I.,  Article  5,  page 
129)  by  adding  "vehicles  drawn  by  horses”  to  the  list  requiring 
bells,  designating  the  kind  of  bells  to  be  carried  by  the  re- 
spective vehicles.  (The  part  about  automobiles  is  taken  from 
the  State  law.s,  Section  168.) 

ARTICLE  XII. 

This  article  changes  the  ordinance  (Section  III.,  Article  5, 
page  129)  in  several  particulars.  The  ordinance  excepts  “licensed 
trucks”  from  its  operation,  and  only  requires  lights  to  be  car- 
ried from  one  hour  after  sunset  to  one  hour  before  sunrise.  The 
ordinance  does  not  provide  for  carrying  any  dash  lamps.  (Part 
about  automobiles  taken  from  State  law,  Section  168.) 

In  Article  XII.  the  writer  can  see  no  sufficient  reason  why 
licensed  trucks  should  not  carry  lights  as  well  as  other  ve- 
hicles and  the  exception  as  made  in  the  existing  rules  has 
been  omitted. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

This  article  is  taken  from  Article  XIII.,  Laws  of  State  of  New 
York.  Chapter  631,  Section  168, 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Section  I.  This  section  limits  the  prohibition  against  “coast- 
ing” to  bicyclists,  while  the  ordinance  (Sections  I.  and  II.,  Ar- 
ticle 5,  page  129)  includes  bicycles,  velocipedes  and  motor  wag- 
ons of  all  kinds.  (It  may  be  that  it  is  better  as  at  present,  but 
it  seems  superfluous.)  The  right  to  use  the  feet  as  brake  is 
advisable  and  is  a safeguard  rather  than  a menace. 

Section  II.  Substantially  same  as  ordinance.  (Section  IV., 
Article  7,  page  130.) 

ARTICLE  XV. 

This  article  is  new’,  and  is  most  desirable  to  guard  against 
accidents  and  damage  to  vehicles. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

This  article  is  not  covered  by  the  ordinance  relating  to  “Rules 
of  the  Road,”  but  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  make  the  rules 
effective. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

This  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  education  of  drivers  and 
the  expense  would  be  nominal. 

Provision  should  be  made  for  this  purpose  and  for  posting 
the  rules  on  truck  and  hack  stands  and  in  public  stables. 

ARTICLES  XVIII.  AND  XIX. 

Are  the  same  as  in  the  old  ordinances. 


